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I will use what I learn in this session to…… 

• Understand the value of a nutrient budget 

• Understand factors that growers must 
consider when making management decisions 

• Help growers prepare a nutrient budget from 
ranch records and lab analyses of soil, water, 
crop tissue, yield data, etc. 

• Help growers make fertility management 
decisions (4 R’s) 

 
 



Key Elements  
for Nutrient Management 

 • Management by The 4 R’s 
 

• Irrigation Water Management 
 

• Nutrient Budget 
 Nutrient Budget Worksheet 



Fundamentals of Nutrient Budget 
 

 

Fertilizer Applications* 
Non-fertilizer Credits and Adjustments* 
Crop Requirement 
 





From: CCA Training Course Materials, available online: 
http://ciwr.ucanr.edu/NitrogenManagement/Training_Modules/ 
This table found on page 13 of Module 5: Nitrogen budgeting “cheat sheet” with definitions and formulas (handout) 

http://ciwr.ucanr.edu/NitrogenManagement/Training_Modules/








Why Measure to Manage? 

• Plan management  
• Evaluate outcomes 
•Optimize crop yield and quality 
•Avoid problems 
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